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: CLB 6 - Aboriginal Peoples

The ancestors of Aboriginal peoples are believed
to have migrated from Asia many thousands of

i years ago. They were well established here long
before explorers from Europe first came to
North America. Diverse, vibrant First Nations

! cultures were rooted in religious beliefs about
their relationship to the Creator, the natural
environment and each other.

! From the 1800s until the 1980s, the federal
government placed many Aboriginal children in
residential schools to educate and assimilate

{ them into mainstream Canadian culture. The
schools were poorly funded and inflicted
hardship on the students; some were physically abused. Aboriginal languages and cultural practices were
mostly prohibited. In 2008, Ottawa formally apologized to the former students.

i In today's Canada, Aboriginal peoples enjoy renewed pride and confidence, and have made significant
achievements in agriculture, the environment, business and the arts.

ﬂeview Question: \

After colonization, Canada's government
tried to assimilate Aboriginal children by

placing them in residential schools
making them live with English or
French families

making them forget their Aboriginal
families

sending them to different countries to
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