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Talking About Pain Lesson Plan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Approach:   

Warm-up: 

Material:   

¶ Body parts pictures - large 

¶ Vocabulary match worksheet 

 

Steps: 

ü Pre-teach or elicit the names of the body parts orally using large visuals.  Do oral repetition.  

 

ü Body part TPR:  T says the name of a body part and Ss point to it on themselves. Do oral 

repetition. Ss stand up in a circle, point to the body part and say the name.  
 

9ȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ άHand.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘΦέ  
 

Optional: Do chaining 
 

9ȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ !Υ άThis is my hand.έ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ .Υ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƭŜƎΦέ  

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ /Υ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ hand and this is my leg and this is my arm.έ Etc.  

 

ü Spelling: write spaces for the missing letters in words on the board.  

Example:   _ an_ (hand)  

Point to the first and last missing letters and elicit these by sound. Have Ss stand up and 

match the Body Part Pictures to the words on the board. 

  

ELSA Level: Literacy / Level 1  

Time: 2.5 - 3 hours   

Learning Outcomes:  

¶ Ss will be able to state the location of pain on their body. 

¶ Ss will be able to use the pain scale to describe the level of their pain. 

Note: This topic may trigger negative memories for some Ss. 
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ü In pairs, Ss match words and pictures on Vocabulary Match Worksheet. Then, check 

answers as a class.  Use OHP. 

Activity 1:  Talking About Pain Video 

Material:   

¶ Video: άTalking About Painέ- Literacy / Level 1 

¶ Video Script  (optional) 

¶ Visuals: nurse, doctor, hospital, clinic, 5ǊΦΩǎ office ς large       
 
Steps: 

ü Pre-teach /  ŜƭƛŎƛǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άǇŀƛƴέ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜǎ /  mime.  

 

ü Pre-ǘŜŀŎƘ άŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇŀƛƴέΣ άŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ǉŀƛƴέ ŀƴŘ άǎƻƳŜ Ǉŀƛƴέ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜǎκƳƛƳŜΦ ²ǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

words on the board. 

 

ü Pre-teach rating your pain on a scale of one to ten: Draw a basic scale on the board like the 

large pain scale but blank. Write the numbers 1 - 10 on the scale. Elicit 1 - о Ґ άŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜέΣ 4 - 7 

Ґ άǎƻƳŜ Ǉŀƛƴέ ŀƴŘ у - мл Ґ άŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŀƛƴέΦ ²Ǌite these words on the scale.  

 

ü Ask Ss: Where do you talk about pain?  And who with?  

Example:   hospital, nurse, doctor  

IŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƴǳǊǎŜ κ 5ǊΦΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ /  clinic ready to show Ss in case they need visual cue.  

ü ²ŀǘŎƘ ά¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ !ōƻǳǘ tŀƛƴέ ±ƛŘŜƻ once.  

ü Watch each scenario again, pausing after each and eliciting answers. 

¶ Where does she/he have pain? 

¶ How much pain does she/he have? 

Note:  For Literacy level you may wish to use ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜǊ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΥ ά{ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 

pain? Yes? No?  Where?  How much painΚέ  

ü  Point to the vocabulary on the board to prompt Ss.: άŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ŀ ƭƻǘ Σ ǎƻƳŜέ  
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Activity 2:  Describing Pain 

 

Material:  

¶ Pain Scale - presentation size 

¶ Pain Scale -  large  

¶ Pain Pictures A - large 

¶ Pain Pictures B - large and small 

¶ Glue sticks ς for groups  
 
Steps:  

ü Put up presentation-size Pain Scale and large Pain Pictures A. Teacher places each of the 

Pain Pictures A on the scale as a model. (Cut on the finger = a little pain, a bump on the 

head = some pain, a broken arm = a lot of pain) 

 

ü Ask:   

¶ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǎκƘŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀƛƴΚέ  Ą  άShe has pain in her arm .έ 

¶ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ Ǉŀƛƴ ŘƻŜǎ ǎκƘŜ ƘŀǾŜΚέ  Ą άShe has  a lot of  painΦέ  
Etc.  

 

Note:  
For Literacy level you may wish to point to the body part anŘ ǎŀȅΥ ά{ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ Ǉŀƛƴ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ΦΦΦέ 
(i.e. Pause to elicit the body part.)  Then, point to the words on the board (a little, a lot 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜύ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά{ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ΦΦ. (pause to elicit the degree of pain ) ...of pain.ά 
 

ü Ss do oral repetition. 
 

ü In small groups, Ss glue Pain Pictures B (small) onto the Large Pain Scale.   
  

ü Check answers: Groups report answers by standing up and putting the Pain Pictures B 
(large) on the presentation-size pain scale at the front. As they do this, have Ss say, for 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ άŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Ǉŀƛƴ κ оέΣ άŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ǉŀƛƴ κ фέ ƻǊ άǎƻƳŜ Ǉŀƛƴ κ пέΦ  

Note:   Since pain is subjective, T may point out that each group has different answers but 

ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ άŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦέ 

 

Activity 3:  Dialogue practice  

Material:  

¶ Tap Sheet 
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Steps: 

ü Teacher models Q and A using Tap Sheet.  

ά²ƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀƛƴΚ Ą I have pain in my _______.έ  
Example: I have pain in my hand.  

 

άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ Ǉŀƛƴ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜΚ Ą I have _______ ǇŀƛƴΦέ   
       Example: I have a little pain. 

 
ü Ss practice with the Tap Sheet in groups. 

 

Activity 4:  Role Plays 

Material:  

¶ Wallet-size Pain Scale 

¶ Visuals (large): nurse, doctor, hospital, clinic, office 
 

Steps: 
ü Give one wallet-size Pain Scale card to all Ss to keep. Elicit from Ss where they might use it. 

ό5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΣ ǇƘŀǊƳŀŎȅ ŜǘŎΦύ Refer to large visuals as needed. 

 

ü Ss volunteer to role-play at the front of the class with the wallet-size Pain Scale as a prop.  

Student A = the patient, and has a pain picture (any) and Student B = the nurse, and has the 

pain scale.  

 

ü Other Ss watch and listen for the following: άWhere does s/he have pain? How much pain 

does s/he have?έ 

 bƻǘŜΥ  CƻǊ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜǊ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΥ ά{ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 

pain? Yes? No?  Where?  Iƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǇŀƛƴΚέ  

ü T elicits answers. 

Extension Activities 

1. Strip story dialogue. 
Ss use the Pain Pictures (small) and arrange strips of the role-play dialogue in the correct 
order.  Ss then glue the dialogue strips on big paper or copy them.  
 

2. Body Part TPR. 
Ss stand in a circle and point to a body part in turn. άL ƘŀǾŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ψψψψψψψψψψΦέ     Ss 

listen and say a different body part.  
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Vocabulary Match Worksheet 
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Video Script  
ELSA Literacy / Level 1 

 

Scenario #1 

Setting: A medical office  

Donna is shuffling papers at her desk.  Shirene, wearing scrubs, is working at another desk 

filling in forms. 

Donna:   Ow!  

Shirene gets up. 

Shirene:  IŜȅΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ   

Donna:   I cut my finger. (Holding her finger) 

Shirene: Where do you have pain? 

Donna:  Here.  

Shirene:  How much pain do you have?  A little or a lot? 

Donna:   A little pain. 

 

Fade out  

 

Scenario #2  

Setting: A medical office 

Donna bends over to put a folder in the bottom drawer of the filing cabinet.  She accidentally 

hits her head on the open top drawer when she sits up.  Shirene, wearing scrubs, is working at 

another desk filling in forms. 

Donna:  Ow!  (Holding her head) 

Shirene looks over. 

Donna:  Ow! 

Shirene:  Are you okay?    
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Donna:  No. 

Shirene gets up and walks over to Donna. 

Shirene: Where do you have pain? 

Donna:   Ow!  In my head.  I have pain in my head.  

Shirene:  How much pain do you have? A little? A lot? Some? 

Donna:   I have some pain. 

Shirene closes open top drawer. 

Shirene: Here. Sit and relax. 

 

Fade out. 

 

Scenario #3 

Setting: A medical office  

Donna is sitting at her desk. She stands up and accidentally bangs her knee on the leg of the 

desk.  Shirene, wearing scrubs, is working at another desk filling in forms. 

Donna:  Ow!  Ow! 

Shirene looks over. 

Shirene:  Are you okay?  

Shirene gets up and walks over to Donna. 

Donna:   Ow! No! Ow! 

Shirene: Where do you have pain? 

Donna:  In my knee. Ow. (Holding her knee) 

Shirene: How much pain do you have? 

Donna:  I have a lot of pain.  Ow. 

 

Fade out. 
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Pain Scale (presentation size /  large) 
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Pain Pictures A (large) 
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Pain Pictures A (large) 
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Pain Pictures A (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (small) 
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 Tap Sheet  
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Pain Scale (wallet size) 
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Talking About Pain Lesson Plan 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Approach:   

Warm-up: 

Material:   

¶ Body Parts Pictures - large 

¶ Vocabulary Worksheet 

Steps: 

ü Pre-teach or elicit the body part names orally using large visuals.  

 

ü Body part TPR: Teacher says the name of a body part and Ss point to it on themselves. Do 

oral repetition. Ss stand up and point to the body part.  
 

9ȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘΦέ ƻǊ ά{Ƙƻǿ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘΦέ  
 

Option: Do chaining.  
 

Example:   {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ !Υ άThis is my handΦέ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ .Υ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƭŜƎΦέ  

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ /Υ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƭŜƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŀǊƳ.έ Etc.   

 

ü Spelling relay: 3 or more groups at the board take turns spelling the words as teacher or 

volunteer calls them out.  

 

ü Ss write the body part vocabulary words on the Vocabulary Worksheet. (In Groups or 

individually) 

  

ELSA Level: 2 

Time: 2.5 - 3 hours   

Learning Outcomes:  

¶ Ss will be able to state the location of pain on their body. 

¶ Ss will be able to use the pain scale to describe the level of their pain. 

¶ Ss will be able to state if their pain comes and goes or stays.  

Note: This topic may trigger negative memories for some Ss. 
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Activity 1:  Talking About Pain Video 

Material:   

¶ Video: Talking About Pain - Level 2 

¶ Video Script  (optional) 

Steps: 

ü Pre-teach /  ŜƭƛŎƛǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άǇŀƛƴέ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜǎ /  mime.  

 

ü Pre-ǘŜŀŎƘ άŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇŀƛƴέΣ άŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ǉŀƛƴέ ŀƴŘ άǎƻƳŜ Ǉŀƛƴέ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜǎ / mime. Write these 

words on the board. 

 

ü Pre-teach rating your pain on a scale of one to ten. Elicit 1 - о Ґ άŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜέΣ п - т Ґ άǎƻƳŜ Ǉŀƛƴέ 

and 8 - мл Ґ άŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŀƛƴέΦ  Write the numbers under the words on the board. 

ü ²ŀǘŎƘ ά¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ !ōƻǳǘ tŀƛƴέ ±ƛŘŜƻ ƻƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘΥ  

¶ Where does she have pain? 

¶ How much pain does she have? 

¶ How does she rate her pain?  

¶ When did her pain start? 

¶ Does her pain stay for a long time or does it come and go? 
 

ü Watch each scenario again, pausing after each, asking the above questions and eliciting 

answers.  Point to the vocabulary on the board to prompt Ss.  

ü Refer to Video Script as needed. 

 

 

Activity 2:  Describing Pain 

Material:  

¶ Pain Scale - presentation size 

¶ Pain Scale -  large  

¶ Pain Pictures A - large 

¶ Pain Pictures B - large and small 
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Steps:  

ü Put up presentation-size Pain Scale and large Pain Pictures A.  Teacher places each of the 

Pain Pictures A on the scale as a model. (Cut on the finger = a little pain, a bump on the 

head = some pain, a broken arm = a lot of pain) 

 

ü Point at each of the pictures and ask againΥ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ Ǉŀƛƴ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƘŀǾŜΚ  How does she 

ǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛƴΚέ 

 

ü In groups, Ss put Pain Pictures B (small) onto the large Pain Scale.   

 

ü Check answers: Groups report answers by standing up and putting the Pain Pictures B 

(large) on the presentation-size Pain Scale at the front.  As they do this, have Ss say, for 

ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ άŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Ǉŀƛƴ κ оέΣ άŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ǉŀƛƴ κ фέ ƻǊ άǎƻƳŜ Ǉŀƛƴ κ пέΦ  

Note:   Since pain is subjective, T may point out that each group has different answers but 

they are Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ άŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦέ 

 

Activity 3:  Dialogue practice  

Material:  

¶ Speaking Activity Worksheet  

¶ Pain Pictures B - small 

¶ Pain Scale - large 
 
Steps: 
ü Ss do dialogue practice with a partner using the material.  Ss practice asking full questions 

and making full sentence answers.  
 

Where do you have pain? Ą   I have pain in my _______. 
Example: I have pain in my leg. 

 
How much pain do you have? Ą   L ƘŀǾŜ ψψψψψψψ ǇŀƛƴΦέ 

Example: I have a little pain.  
 

What would you rate your pain out of 10? Ą I would rate my pain ___ out of ___.      
Example: I would rate my pain 3 out of 10. 
 

When did your pain start? Ą    My pain started _______ ago.  
Example: My pain started about an hour 
ago.  
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       Does your pain stay for a long time or does it come and go? Ą  
                                                                                                           My pain _______. 

Example: My pain comes and goes. 
 

Note:  Since pain is subjective, T may point out that each group has different answers but 

ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ άŎƻǊǊŜŎǘέΦ 

 

Activity 4:  Role Plays 

Material:  

¶ Pain Scale - wallet size 
 

Steps: 
ü Give one wallet-size Pain Scale card to each S to keep. Elicit from Ss where they might use it. 

ό5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΣ ǇƘŀǊƳŀŎȅ ŜǘŎΦύ 

 

ü Ss volunteer to do role-play at the front of the class with the wallet-size Pain Scale as a 

prop. 

 

ü Other Ss watch and listen for the following: ά²here is the pain?  How much pain does he/ 

she have? What does he / she rate the pain?  When did the pain start?  Does it come and go 

ƻǊ ǎǘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΚέ 

 

ü T elicits answers.   

 

Extension Activities 

1. Explain what happened   

Example: I fell off a ladder / got stung by a bee / broke my leg, etc. 

Material:  

¶ Pain Pictures B   

Steps: 

ü T elicits language orally for each picture.  

 

ü Ss match the pictures with descriptions. (T needs to create descriptions)  
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ü T models Q and A using this language.  9ȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ?έ άI fell off a 

ladder.έ  Then Ss practice in pairs / groups using small Pain Pictures B.  

 

ü Review and extend the dialogue practiced in Activity 3 by incorporating this. 



 

Page | 42 

 

Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Pictures (large) 
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Body Parts Vocabulary Worksheet 
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Video Script  
ELSA Level 2 

 

Scenario #1 

Setting: A medical office  

Donna bends over to put a folder in the bottom drawer of the filing cabinet.  She accidentally 

hits her head on the open top drawer when she sits up. 

Donna:  Ow!  

Later that same day... 

Shirene and Donna are working at their desks. Donna stands up and feels some pain in her 

head. 

Donna:  Ow. 

Shirene:  hƘΦ  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ  ²ƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀƛƴΚ 

Donna:  Here.  I have pain in my head.  

Shirene:  How much pain do you have?  A little?  A lot?  Some? 

Donna:   I have some pain. 

Shirene:  And how would you rate your pain between one and ten? 

Donna:   IƳƳƳΦΦΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ŀ ŦƻǳǊΚ  

Shirene:  Four. When did the pain start? 

Donna:   It started about ten minutes ago. 

Shirene: About ten minutes ago.  And, does your pain come and go or does it stay for a 

long time? 

Donna:  It comes and goes. 

Shirene:  Okay, here.  Come and sit down. (Guides Donna to a chair) 

 

Fade out. 
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Scenario #2 

Setting: A medical office 

Donna stands up from her desk. She accidentally bangs her knee on the open filing cabinet 

drawer.  

Donna:  Ow!  (Grimacing and holding her knee)  

 Later that same day... 

 Shirene and Donna are sitting at their desks working. Shirene is wearing scrubs. Donna 

stands up and gasps with pain. 

Donna:  Ow. 

Shirene:  What happened? Where do you have pain? 

Donna:  I have pain in my knee.  

Shirene:  How much pain do you have? A little or a lot?  

Donna:   I have a little pain. 

Shirene:  And what would you rate your pain out of ten? 

Donna:  IƳƳƳΦΦΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ  L ƎǳŜǎǎ LΩŘ ǊŀǘŜ ƛǘ ŀ ŦƛǾŜΦ 

Shirene:  Five.  Okay.  And, when did the pain start? 

Donna:  It started about thirty minutes ago. 

Shirene: Hmmm... Does it come and go or does it stay for a long time? 

Donna:  My pain stays. 

 

Fade out. 
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Pain Scale (presentation size / large) 
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Pain Pictures A (large) 
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Pain Pictures A (large) 
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Pain Pictures A (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (small) 
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Speaking Activity Worksheet  
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Pain Scale (wallet size)  
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Talking About Pain Lesson Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Approach:   

Warm-up: 

Material:   

¶ Pictures of People in Pain  

Steps: 

ü 9ƭƛŎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ άtŀƛƴέ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ п ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ άteople in Pŀƛƴέ: headache, toothache, etc. 
!ǎƪΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ Řo these 4 people have in common?έ Answer = άtain, theȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǇŀƛƴΦέ   

ü Pre-teach /  elicit degrees ƻŦ άǇŀƛƴέ ǿƛǘƘ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜǎ / mime:   
!ǎƪ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ Ǉŀƛƴ Řƻ L ƘŀǾŜΚέ  
Pre-ǘŜŀŎƘ άƳƛƭŘέΣ άƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜέ ŀƴŘ άǎŜǾŜǊŜέ Ǉŀƛƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻǊ ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳǎΦ  
Pre-ǘŜŀŎƘ άŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘέ όǎǘŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜύ ǾǎΦ άƛƴǘŜǊƳƛǘǘŜƴǘ Ǉŀƛƴέ όŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŜǎύΦ   
Write these on the board. Ss copy (optional) 

 
 

Activity 1:  Talking About Pain Video 

Material:   

¶ Video: Talking About Pain  

¶ Video Script (optional) 

  

ELSA Level: 3 

Time: 2.5 - 3 hours   

Learning Outcomes:  

¶ Ss will be able to state the location of their pain to health care providers. 

¶ Ss will be able to use the pain scale to describe the level of their pain. 

¶ Ss will be able to state if the pain is constant or intermittent.  

Note: This topic may trigger negative memories for some Ss. 
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Steps: 

ü ²ŀǘŎƘ ά¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ !ōƻǳǘ tŀƛƴέ Video once. Then, write on the board:  

¶ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀƛƴΚέ  

¶ άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ Ǉŀƛƴ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƘŀǾŜΚέ  Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ǊŀǘŜ ƘŜǊ Ǉŀƛƴ?  

¶ άLǎ ƘŜǊ Ǉŀƛƴ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƳƛǘǘŜƴǘΚέ 

¶ ά²ƘŜƴ ŘƛŘ ƘŜǊ Ǉŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǊǘΚέ  
 

ü Watch each scenario again, pausing after each and eliciting answers to the above questions.   

ü Refer to Video Script as needed. 

 

Activity 2:  Describing Pain 

Material:  

¶ Pain Scale - presentation size 

¶ Pain Scale - large 

¶ Pain Pictures A - large 

¶ Pain Pictures B - large and small 

Steps:  

Part 1:  Mild, Moderate or Severe 

ü Put up Pain Scale (presentation-size). Go ƻǾŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ όŎƭƛƴƛŎǎΣ 5ǊΦΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ 

pharmacy, etc.)   

ü Go over the scale and the associated pain terms (mild, moderate, severe, 1 - 3 = mild, 4 ς 7 

= moderate, 8 - 10 = severe).  

ü Present Pain Pictures A to whole class. (cut on the finger = mild pain, a bump on the head = 

moderate pain, a broken arm = severe pain.)   

ü Have Ss repeat the structure:  

άL ƘŀǾŜ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψ Ǉŀƛƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ψψψψψψψψψψψψΦ  L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŀǘŜ Ƴȅ Ǉŀƛƴ ψψψψ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ млΦέ 

 Example: I have severe pain in my arm. I would rate my pain 9 out of 10. 

ü In groups, Ss get a large Pain Scale and small Pain Pictures B. Ss choose half of the pictures 

and decide where to place them on the Pain Scale and repeat the structure above.   

ü Groups do oral practice with the structure. 
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Part 2:  When Pain Started   

ü Present the second part of the structure:  

άaȅ Ǉŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ψψψψψψψψψ ŀƎƻΦέ  

άMy pain is _________Φέ 

9ȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ άaȅ Ǉŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ 10 minutes ago.  My pain is intermittentΦέ 

ü In groups, Ss decide where to place the other half of their Pain Pictures B on their Pain Scale 

and repeat the complete structure:   

άL ƘŀǾŜ  ψψψψψψ___ pain in my  _________.  I would rate my pain ____ out of 10. My pain 

started  _________  ago.  My pain is _________Φέ 

Example:  I have severe pain in my arm.  I would rate my pain 9 out of 10.  My pain started 

10 minutes ago.  My pain is constant.  

ü T circulates, checks Ss are using the structure correctly. 

Note:   Since pain is subjective, T may point out that each group has different answers but 

they are Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ άŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦέ 

 

Activity 3:  Case Studies 

Material:  

¶ Case Studies Worksheet / Substitution Dialogue 

¶ Pain Scale - wallet-size 

Steps: 

ü Divide Ss into pairs and give the Case Studies Worksheet.  Ss read the case studies and work 

on filling in the blanks in the dialogues and answering the questions.  

 

ü Check answers as a class.  

 

ü Distribute wallet-size Pain Scale to all Ss. to keep  

 

Activity 4: Role-Plays  

Material:  

¶ Pain Scale - wallet size (optional)  
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Steps:  

ü Optional: Ss role-play 1 - 2 of the case studies from Activity 3.  

 

ü In pairs, Ss write their own case study and the dialogue for it.  

 

ü  Volunteers present their dialogues and use the Pain Scale (wallet-size) as a prop in the role-

play. 

 

ü Other Ss watch and listen for the following: Where does he /  she have pain?  What is the 

pain rated at?  When did the pain start?  Is the pain constant or intermittent?  

 

ü T elicits answers.  

 

Extension Activities 

1. Grammar Focus:  Question formation practice 

 

Steps: 

ü On the board, write each statement used to describe pain.  

9ȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ άaȅ Ǉŀƛƴ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƳƛǘǘŜƴǘΦέ  

 

ü Elicit the questions for each of these statements. 

 

ü Get Ss to come up and write these questions on the board below each statement.  
 

Example:  My pain is intermittent.    Ą  Is your pain constant or intermittent?  
  

Questions to elicit:  

¶ I have pain in my back.   Ą  Where do you have pain? / Where is the pain? 

¶ LΩŘ ǊŀǘŜ Ƴȅ Ǉŀƛƴ т ƻǳǘ ƻŦ млΦ   Ą  How would you rate your pain?  

¶ The pain started 2 days ago.   Ą  When did the pain start?  

¶ Yes, it hurts a lot.  Ą   Does it hurt a lot?      

Etc.  

 

ü Ss then practice the questions and answers in pairs.  Student A = the patient, Student B = 

the nurse.  
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2. Functional Language:  Expand SsΩ vocabulary to describe pain.  

 

Steps: 

ü Teach expressions to describe pain  

¶ άLΩƳ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŀƛƴΦέ         

¶ άaȅ ōŀŎƪ κ ƭŜƎ κ ŀǊƳ ƛǎ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜΦέ   

¶ άLǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ōŀŘΦέ      9ǘŎΦ 
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Vocabulary List 

 

 

 

mild     pain that is not strong  

moderate   medium pain 

severe   very strong pain 

constant   it stays for a long time 

intermittent   it comes and goes 
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Vocabulary-Definition Match 

 

 

 

 
mild 

 

 
pain that is not strong 

 
moderate 

 

 
medium pain 

 
 

severe 
 

 
very strong pain 

 
constant 

 

 
it stays for a long time 

 
 

intermittent 
 

 
it comes and goes 
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Pictures of People in Pain (large) 
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Pictures of People in Pain (large) 
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Pictures of People in Pain (large) 
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Pictures of People in Pain (large) 
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Video Script 
ELSA Level 3  

   

 

Scenario #1: 

Part A: In an office. 

Donna stands up from her desk and accidently bangs her knee against the filing cabinet 

drawer. 

Donna:   Ow! (Holding her knee) 

Part B: In a medical clinic. 

In an examining room: 

Shirene:  IƛΣ 5ƻƴƴŀΦ LΩƳ ŀ ƴǳǊǎŜΦ aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ {ƘƛǊŜƴŜΦ  Please sit down.  

Donna: Okay.  Ow.  Ow. 

Shirene: Where do you have pain? 

Donna:   Here.  In my knee.  

Shirene: Okay.  I see.  And how much pain do you have? 

Donna:   My knee really hurts! 

Shirene:  Okay.  Now, from one to ten, how would you rate your pain?  

Donna:  Uh.  I ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΧΦŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊΚ   ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ 

Shirene:   ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘŜƴ ƛǎ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ǇŀƛƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ǎƻ ōŀŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŀƛƴǘΦ  !ƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

pain.  Five is in the middle. 

 Donna:  IƳƳƳΦΦΦ L ƎǳŜǎǎ LΩŘ ǊŀǘŜ ƛǘ ŀ ŦƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘŜƴΦ  

Shirene:  A five, okay. Now, when did your pain start? 

Donna:  It started yesterday morning. 

Shirene:  Yesterday.  Okay now, Donna, is your pain constant or intermittent?  

Donna:   What do you mean?  
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Shirene:  ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉŀƛƴ ǎǘŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘΦ  LŦ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

intermittent. 

Donna:  Hmmm... My pain is constant. 

Shirene nods. 

 

Fade out. 
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Scenario #2:  

Part 1: In an office. 

Donna is sitting on a chair and leans over to put a file in the bottom drawer of the filing 

cabinet.  Suddenly she grimaces and holds her back.   

Donna:  Ow!  Ow!  Oh, my back!  Oh, it hurts so much!  

Part 2: In a medical clinic 

In an examining room: 

Shirene:  Hi Donna.  LΩƳ ŀ ƴǳǊǎŜΦ  My name is Shirene.  Please sit down. 

Donna:  Actually, I feel better standing.   

Shirene: Okay.  Stay standing then.  Now, where do you have pain? 

Donna:  Here, in my back.  I have pain in my lower back. 

Shirene:  And how much pain do you have?  Is it a lot?  Severe?  Or moderate? 

Donna:   LǘΩǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŜΦ  It really hurts. 

Shirene:  Okay.  And when did your pain start? 

Donna:  It started this morning.  Ow!! 

Shirene:   LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ 5ƻƴƴŀΦ  I just have to ask you one more question. 

Donna:   Okay.   

Shirene:  Is the pain constant or intermittent? 

Donna:  What do you mean?  

Shirene:  Well, if it stays for a long tiƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘΦ  LŦ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

intermittent. 

Donna:  My pain is constant. 

 

Fade out. 
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Pain Scale (presentation size / large) 
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Pain Pictures A (large) 
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Pain Pictures A (large) 
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Pain Pictures A (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (small) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures A (large) 
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Case Studies Worksheet 
Level 3 

 

1. Bob is a 46 year old man. He is having moderate pain in his chest.  He rates his pain 5 
out of 10.  The pain is constant.  мл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ .ƻōΩǎ ǎƻƴ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ 9ƳŜǊƎency 
for medical help.  A nurse sees Bob and asks him some questions.  How would Bob 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǊǎŜΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΚ  
 
 
 
Nurse:  Where do you have pain? 

Bob:  I have pain in my ____________________________. 

 

 

Nurse:  How much pain do you have? 

Bob:   I have _______________________________ pain. 

 

 

Nurse:  What would you rate your pain out of 10? 

Bob:   I would rate my pain _________ out of 10. 

 

 

  Nurse:  When did your pain start? 

  Bob:   My pain started __________________________ ago. 

 

 

Nurse:  Is your pain constant or intermittent? 

  Bob:  My pain is_____________________________________.  
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2. Millie is a 36 year old woman.  She has a two year history of moderate back pain.  She 
has had severe back pain for the last two days.  She rates her pain 9 out of 10.  The 
pain is constant.  Millie goes to Emergency at the hospital for medical assistance.  A 
nurse sees Millie ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪǎ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ  Iƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ aƛƭƭƛŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǊǎŜΩǎ 
questions? 

 

 

Nurse:   Where do you have pain? 

Millie:  I have pain in my _______________________. 

 

 

Nurse:  How much pain do you have? 

 

Millie:  I have ________________________________ pain. 

 

 

Nurse:  What would you rate your pain out of 10? 

 

Millie:  I would rate my pain _________ out of 10. 

 

 

Nurse:  When did your pain start? 

 

Millie:  My pain started _________________________ ago. 

 

 

Nurse:  Is your pain constant or intermittent? 

 

Millie:  My pain is____________________________________.  
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Pain Scale (wallet size) 
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Talking About Pain Lesson Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Approach 

Warm-up: 

Material: 

¶ Pictures of People in Pain  

Steps: 

ü 9ƭƛŎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ άtŀƛƴέ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ п ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ άPeople in PŀƛƴέΥ  headache, toothache, etc.  

!ǎƪΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ Řo these 4 people have in common? Ą Answer = pŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǇŀƛƴΦέ   

 

ü Pre-teach /  ŜƭƛŎƛǘ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƻŦ άǇŀƛƴέ ǿƛǘƘ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜǎ / mime.   
Ask: ά²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ Ǉŀƛƴ Řƻ L ƘŀǾŜΚέ   
Pre-ǘŜŀŎƘ άƳƛƭŘέΣ άƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜέ ŀƴŘ άǎŜǾŜǊŜέ Ǉŀƛƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻǊ ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳǎΦ  
Pre-ǘŜŀŎƘ άŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘέ όǎǘŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜύ ǾǎΦ άƛƴǘŜǊƳƛǘǘŜƴǘ Ǉŀƛƴέ όŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŜǎύΦ  
Write these on the board.  

 

Activity 1: Talking About Pain Video 

Material:   

¶ Video: Talking About Pain - Level 4 /  5  

¶ Video Script (optional) 
  

ELSA Level: 4 /  5 
Time: 2 - 3 hours   

Learning Outcomes:  

¶ Ss will be able to state the location and intensity of their pain to health care 

providers. 

¶ Ss will be able to use the pain scale to describe the level of their pain. 

¶ Ss will be able to state if the pain is constant or intermittent.  

¶ Ss will be able to state if the pain is chronic or acute. 

¶ Ss will be able to describe the type of pain.  

 

Note: This topic may trigger negative memories for some Ss. 
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Steps: 

ü ²ŀǘŎƘ ά¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ !ōƻǳǘ tŀƛƴέ Video once. Then, write on the board:  

 ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀƛƴΚέ  
 άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ Ǉŀƛƴ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƘŀǾŜΚέ  
 άLǎ ƘŜǊ Ǉŀƛƴ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƳƛǘǘŜƴǘΚέ 
  ά²ƘŜƴ ŘƛŘ ƘŜǊ Ǉŀƛƴ startΚέ  

 

ü Watch each scenario again, pausing after each, asking the board questions and eliciting 

answers.   

ü Refer to Video Script as needed. 

 

Activity 2:  Describe Pain  

Material:  

¶ Pain Scale - presentation size  

¶ Pain Scale - large  

¶ Pain Pictures A - large 

¶ Pain Pictures B - large and small 

Steps:  

Part 1 : Mild, Moderate or Severe 

ü Put up Pain Scale (presentation-size). Go over where ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ όŎƭƛƴƛŎǎΣ 5ǊΦΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ 

pharmacy, etc.)   

ü Go over the scale and the associated pain terms (mild, moderate, severe, 1 - 3 = mild, 4 - 7 = 

moderate, 8 - 10 = severe).  

ü Present Pain Pictures A to whole class. (Cut on the finger = mild pain, a bump on the head = 

moderate pain, a broken arm = severe pain.)   

ü Have Ss repeat the structure:  

άL ƘŀǾŜ ψψψψψ_____ pain in my __________.  L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŀǘŜ Ƴȅ Ǉŀƛƴ ψψψψ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ млΦέ 

Example: I have severe pain in my arm. I would rate my pain 9 out of 10.  

ü In groups, Ss get a large Pain Scale and small Pain Pictures B. Ss choose half of the pictures 

and decide where to place them on the Pain Scale and repeat the structure:   
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ü Groups do oral practice with the structure above. 

 

Part 2:  When pain started  

ü Present the second part of the structure:  

άaȅ Ǉŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ψψψψψψψ__ ago.  OR  άMy pain started after _________. 

 My pain is _________Φέ 

Example: My pain started about 10 minutes ago. (OR  My pain started after the bee 

stung me.)   My pain is intermittent . 

ü In groups, Ss decide where to place the other half of their Pain Pictures B on their Pain Scale 

and repeat the complete structure:   

άL ƘŀǾŜ _________ pain in my _________.  I would rate my pain ____ out of 10.  My pain 

started _________ ago.  OR  My pain started after _________.  My pain is _________Φέ 

Example:  I have severe pain in my arm.  I would rate my pain 9 out of 10.  My pain 

started 10 minutes ago. (OR  My pain started after I fell off a ladder.)  My pain is 

constant.  

ü T circulates, checks Ss are using the structure correctly. 

Note:  Since pain is subjective, T may point out that each group has different answers 

but they are Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ άŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦέ 

 

 !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ оΥ  5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ tŀƛƴ ŀǎ ά!ŎǳǘŜέ ƻǊ ά/ƘǊƻƴƛŎέ 

Material:   

¶ Acute vs. Chronic Chart 

¶ Pain Pictures B 

Steps: 

ü T points out there are 2 categories of pain.  Pain can be sudden; it just started.  Or pain can 

be over a long period of time (6 or more months). [ŀōŜƭ ǘƘŜǎŜΥ  ά!ŎǳǘŜέ ŀƴŘ ά/ƘǊƻƴƛŎέΦ 

Write definitions on the board beside the words.  

 

ü T gives a few examplŜǎ ƻŦ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪǎΥ ά{ƻ, is my pain acute or chronicΚέ ά5ƛŘ ƛǘ start 

suddenly?έ άIŀǾŜ L ƘŀŘ ƛǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ period of timeΚέ  
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9ȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ άL ƘŀǾŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƘŜŀŘŀŎƘŜǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΦ  LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ 

half a year.  So, is my pain acute or chronic?έ (= /ƘǊƻƴƛŎύ άL ōǳǊƴŜŘ Ƴȅ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǾŜ 

this morning.  My finger still hurts.  Is my pain acute or chronicΚέ  όҐ Acute) Etc. 

 

ü DǊƻǳǇǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ά!ŎǳǘŜ ǾǎΦ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎ /ƘŀǊǘέ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ tŀƛƴ tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ . ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ƻŦ 

the chart depending on whether the pain is acute or chronic.   

 

Activity 4:  Words to Describe Different Feelings of Pain  

Material:  

¶ Vocabulary-definition Match (1 per group)  

¶ Vocabulary-definition hand-out (optional)  

 

Steps:  

ü Ss try matching the definitions to the words in groups.  

 

ü T checks / corrects, gives examples to clarify as needed. 

 

ü Ss can copy into notebooks or T can provide vocabulary list as hand-out.   

 

Activity 5:  Extend the Description using the New Vocabulary 

Steps:  

ü Ss then extend the language used in Activity 2 to describe pain, using the vocabulary from 

Activities 3 and 4. 

 

ü Put on the board the sentence structures used in Activity 2 above:  

I have _________ pain in my _________ .  I would rate my pain ____ out of 10.  My pain 

started _________ ago.  OR  My pain started after _________.  My pain is _________. 

Example: I have severe pain in my arm.  I would rate my pain 9 out of 10.  My pain started 

10 minutes ago. (OR  My pain started after I fell off a ladder.) My pain is intermittent .  

ü Add:   

My pain is _________ (acute / chronic). 

Lǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΩǎ _________ (itchy, throbbing, etc.)   OR  It feels like a _________ pain. 
 

 Example: It feels like a sharp pain.  
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ü Ss form new groups / pairs and use Pain Pictures B to practice this.  

 

Activity 6: Case Studies and Dialogues 

Material:  

¶ Case Studies Worksheet / Substitution Dialogue 

¶ Pain Scale - wallet-size 

Steps: 

ü Divide Ss into pairs and give the Case Studies Worksheet. Ss read the Case Studies and work 

on filling in the blanks in the dialogues and answering the questions.  

 

ü Check answers as a class.  

 

ü Distribute wallet-size Pain Scale to all Ss to keep.  

 

Activity 7: Role-Plays  

Material:  

¶ Pain Scale - wallet-size (optional)  

Steps:  

ü In pairs, Ss write their own case study and dialogue to role-play.  

 

ü Volunteers present their dialogues and use the Pain Scale (wallet-size) as a prop in the role-

play.  

 

ü Ss watch and listen for the following: where the pain is, what the pain is rated at, when the 

pain started, what kind of pain is described.  

 

ü T elicits answers.  
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Extension Activities 

3. Grammar Focus: Question formation practice 

 

Steps: 

ü On the board, write each statement used to describe pain.   

9ȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ άaȅ Ǉŀƛƴ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƳƛǘǘŜƴǘΦέ  

 

ü Elicit the questions for each of these statements.  

 

ü Get Ss to come up and write these questions on the board below each statement.  

Example:  My pain is intermittent.   Ą   Is your pain constant or intermittent?  
  

Questions to elicit: 

¶ I have pain in my back.   Ą   Where do you have pain?  

¶ LΩŘ ǊŀǘŜ Ƴȅ Ǉŀƛƴ т ƻǳǘ ƻŦ млΦ    Ą  How would you rate your pain?  

¶ The pain started 2 days ago.   Ą  When did the pain start?  

¶ The pain is acute.  Ą     Is the pain acute or chronic?  

¶ It feels like a throbbing pain. Ą    What does the pain feel like?  

Etc.  

 

ü Ss then practice the questions and answers in pairs.  Student A = the patient, Student B 

= the nurse.  

 

4. Extend language 

ü T elicits additional questions a nurse may ask and possible answers.   
 

Example:  

¶ άLǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΣ ǘƻƻΚέ 

¶ ά5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΚ όǊŀŘƛŀǘŜύέ 

¶ άLŦ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŜǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ƭŀǎǘΚέ  ŜǘŎΦ 
 

5. Functional Language    

ü Expand Ss vocabulary to describe pain.  

¶ άLΩƳ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŀƛƴΦέ  

¶ άaȅ ōŀŎƪ κ ƭŜƎ κ ŀǊƳ ƛǎ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜΦέ   
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¶ άLǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ōŀŘΦέ  

¶ άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ōŀŘΦέ  

¶  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜŀǊ ƛǘΦ  

¶ άLǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ κ ǎŀȅΦέ   etc.  
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Vocabulary List 
 

mild     pain that is not strong  

moderate   medium pain 

severe   very strong pain 

constant   it stays for a long time 

intermittent   it comes and goes 

acute    sudden, just started or recent 

chronic    over a long period of time, 6+ months 

burning    hot pain, like fire 

sharp    strong, sudden pain 

cramping    sudden, tight, muscle pain 

tingling    light pain, like little needles on or in your skin 

numb    to not have any feeling in that part of your body 

itchy     ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ψψψψψψψ  

throbbing    hot, strong, pounding pain 
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Pictures of People in Pain (large) 
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Pictures of People in Pain (large) 
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Pictures of People in Pain (large) 
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Pictures of People in Pain (large) 
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Video Script 
ELSA Level 4/ 5 

 

Scenario #1: 

Part A: In an office. 

Donna stands up from her desk and accidently bangs her shoulder against an open filing 

cabinet drawer. 

Donna:  Ow! (Holding her shoulder) 

Part B: In a medical clinic examining room. 

Donna is sitting waiting for the nurse. 

{ƘƛǊŜƴŜΥ            IƛΣ 5ƻƴƴŀΦ  LΩƳ ŀ ƴǳǊǎŜΦ My name is Shirene.  Now tell me, where do you have  

pain? 

Donna:  In my shoulder.   

Shirene:   And how much pain do you have? 

Donna:  LǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ōŀŘΦ  My shoulder really hurts!! 

Shirene:  Okay.  Now, on a scale from one to ten, how would you rate your pain?  

Donna:  ! ƴǳƳōŜǊΚ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙŀrd to say.  

Shirene:  Well, ten is a terrible, unbearable pain and then one or two is a mild pain.    

Donna:  IƳƳƳΧ L ƎǳŜǎǎ LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŀǘŜ ƛǘ ŀ ŦƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘŜƴΚ 

Shirene:  Okay. So, a moderate kind of pain? 

Donna:  I guess so. 

Shirene:  And when did your pain start? 

Donna:  Hmmm... About ten minutes ago, when I hit my shoulder in the cabinet. 

Shirene:  Okay.  Is the pain constant or intermittent?  

Donna:   ¦ƘΧΦ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴΚ  

Shirene:  Does your pain come and go or does it stay for a long time?  If it stays for a long 

ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘΦ  LŦ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƳƛǘǘŜƴǘΦ 
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Donna:   IƳƳƳΦΦΦLǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘΦ  Yeah, the pain is constant.  

Shirene:   And, uh, what does the pain feel like?  Can you describe it? 

Donna:  Hmmm... IǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ.  

Shirene:   Hmmm... Do you feel tingling, like little pins?  

Donna:   Hmmm... No. 

Shirene:   Okay, does it feel like throbbing?  A hot, strong pain? 

Donna:   ¸ŜŀƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ! ǘƘǊƻōōƛƴƎ ǇŀƛƴΦ  

Shirene: Okay. 

 

Fade out. 

 

Scenario #2:  

Part A: In an office. 

Donna is sitting on a chair and reaches down to open the bottom filing cabinet drawer. She 

suddenly grimaces, holding her back.   

Donna:  Ow!  Ow. My back!  Ow.    

Part B: In a medical clinic examining room. 

Donna is standing waiting for the nurse. 

Shirene:  IƛΣ 5ƻƴƴŀΦ  LΩƳ ŀ ƴǳǊǎŜΦ  My name is Shirene.  Please sit down.  

Donna:  Oh.  Actually it hurts more if I sit down. 

Shirene:  Okay.  Stay standing then.   

Donna:  Okay. 

Shirene: Now tell me, where do you have pain? 

Donna:   I have pain here -  in my lower back.  

Shirene:  Okay.  And how much pain do you have?  How would you rate the pain out of 

ten? 

Donna:  hǿΗ  Lǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘǳǊǘǎΗΗ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦΦΦ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ 
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Shirene: Well, ten would be unbearable and a five means somewhere in the middle, a 

moderate kind of pain.  

Donna:   LΩŘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘŜƴΦ   

Shirene:  Okay, eight...  So, pretty severe.   

Donna:  Uh huh. 

Shirene: And tell me, when did your pain start? 

Donna:  Ow!  It started this morning. 

Shirene:  Okay.  And does it stay for a long time or it comes and goes?  

Donna:  ¦ƳΦΦΦ LǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƳƛǘǘŜƴǘΦ  Lǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŜǎΦ  

Shirene:   Okay.  Is this the first time this has happened? 

Donna:   bƻΦ  LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ōŀŎƪ Ǉŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǎŜΦ 

Shirene:   For years?  Okay, then you have chronic pain.  Tell me, what does the pain feel 

like? 

Donna:   IƳƳƳΧ  ! ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ǎƘŀǊǇ ǇŀƛƴΦ 

Shirene:   Okay.  A sharp pain.  Do you feel the pain radiate, which means it starts in your 

lower back and moves to another part of the body? 

Donna:   No, ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ ōŀŎƪΦ  hǿΗ 

 

Fade out. 
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Pain Scale (presentation size / large) 
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Pain Pictures A (large) 
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Pain Pictures A (large) 
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Pain Pictures A (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (small) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 
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Pain Pictures B (large) 

 




